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A New Year... New Challenges... New Opportunities
A new year is beginning. We start the year
on some great achievements in 2018 in spite of
a hurricane, two cancelled events, and a
questionable political climate.
We closed the year with Operation
Deployed Santa, an eﬀort none of us was
certain we would be able to complete after
Hurricane Florence caused so much damage in
our area. But Post 10, lead the way living up to
our motto, “Never tell me what I can’t do, but
how to do that which I can.”
The Onslow County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce Unit
teamed up with members to deliver toys to
three extremely high risk neighborhoods,
along with a Santa, and some pretty cool
vehicles also.
In total Lancer Units served nine separate
communities in three counties, including Post
6 in Maysville, and our Morehead City
members. In a year that we didn’t know if we
could do it... more than 2,500 toys were
distributed.
Pat and Lee Walker of Post 5, also of the
Marine Corps League Jacksonville Post 265
lead the way for Wreaths Across America, and
with the assistance of Triple J trucking who
volunteered a semi at the last minute, were able
to make sure that EVERY Veteran’s grave this

year had a wreath. In all, they coordinated over
1200 volunteers in the eﬀort. Literally until the
last day it was not known if they would have
enough wreaths.
Our members assisted in repairing a total of
54 mobile homes, debris removal, and minor
home repairs in Hubert, Stella, and Swansboro
after Hurricane Florence. They did this while
many of them were facing their own damages,
and evaluating how to make repairs on their
own homes.
Members helped neighbors by sharing food,
clothing, and other necessities.
Lancers still found time to participate in the
2018 Veteran’s Parade in Jacksonville, and the
Christmas Parade in Maysville.
Due to the damage in the area the fall
Veterans and Active Duty Family and Friends
Fun Day had to be cancelled. The County
Government Complex was called in to serve as
an alternate court location due to damages at
the Courthouse, and there was not time to
locate an alternate venue for 2018.
Damages at the location we had planned to
have the Christmas Show at, also resulted in
that cancellation.
But, all in all we still had a good year. the
Spring Military Appreciation Day at

Hammocks Beach was a complete success.
Stella Post 2, Casper and his team placed
three service dogs this year. Casper’s own
home had major damage from the hurricane.
So as we enter into 2019 with a government
shutdown, and confusion over border security..
still rebuilding in this area from the hurricane..
one might ask how 2019 looks. The reality is..
pretty darn good. Here’s why.
If you look at all we were able to achieve in
2018, with all we had happen... if we have just a
normal year in 2019 we should be able to do
amazing things!! To all the volunteers of the
Military Order of the Lancers.. thank you and
we look forward to a great 2019!

A Sincere Thank You to Triple J Trucking
It was by all indications a Hale Mary Run,
impossible most companies said. But never
tell a Veteran something can’t be done.
The Onslow County Wreaths Across
America eﬀort was running short of wreaths...
it didn’t look like they would have enough to
honor all of the fallen, or for that matter even
half. December 15th was just a couple of days
away. They would lay what wreaths they
could, and cover as many graves as they
could... but Hurricane Florence had cost the
eﬀort many a donation, and there just wasn’t
enough to do what they felt they had an
obligation to do.
Wreaths Across America has a policy that if
one area has too many wreaths, they share with
an area that is running short, if the receiving
area can arrange transportation to retrieve the
wreaths. A call came two days before the
laying.. another county had wreaths, if Onslow
County could come get them.

Come get them meant sending a semi,
loading a semi, and getting more than two
thousand wreaths delivered in less than a day.
It meant coordinating a driver, a rig, and all the
logistics that go into modern trucking. calls
were put out, but it was just too short of notice
for many.
Pat Walker of the Marine Corps League
Auxiliary Jacksonville spoke with John M.
Moore of the Military Order of the Lancers. A
call was made to Lisa at Triple J Trucking who
had helped with previous events. There was no
hesitation on Triple J’s part. A dedicated rig
was sent to pick up the wreaths.
December 15th thousands gathered to lay
wreaths on every Veteran grave in Onslow
Veteran’s Cemetery. Most did not know that a
trucking company owned by a Veteran saved
the day. A deep and sincere Thank You to
Triple J trucking.
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Three Men and a Mission
It began 21 years ago with Detective Bill
Meredith, and John M. Moore of the Onslow
County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce. They had purchased
Christmas presents for a little girl whose
father committed suicide earlier that year.
Then they got a letter from Petty Oﬃcer
Daryl Enos who was deployed to Afghanistan
asking for assistance in making Christmas
happen to two children whose father was
killed in the war. In total, as other things
came in, Moore and Meredith provided toys
to fourteen children that ﬁrst year.
Over the years the mission has grown, but
is still coordinated by Lancers in Post 10 at
the Onslow County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce.
Volunteers at local Rescue Squads,
Firehouses, and other Law Enforcement
Agencies also assist by holding Operation
deployed Santas at their operations also. the
diﬀerence is... Operation Deployed Santa
deploys to take Santa to the Children in need.
Sometimes it is a child that is a shut in due to
illness, or in a foster home having lost
parents. Sometimes it’s a neighborhood hit

hard by disaster.
But the Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce mission is a bit
diﬀerent, they take Santa, Christmas, and the
toys to children in high crime, high risk areas
most other outreaches are unable to reach
into. This year three neighborhoods were
selected for the Sheriﬀ’s oﬃce eﬀort. The
number of volunteers was limited, because
many were still rebuilding their homes or
helping others to rebuild their homes.
Lieutenant Scott Rowe, and Chaplain
Randall Butler decided that this was too
important of an eﬀort to jettison. The
Chaplain of Marine Corps League Post
Jacksonville volunteered to be the Santa.
Toys were collected from donors in The
Military Order of the Lancers, and delivered
to each of the locations, with each child
getting a treat, getting to meet Santa and to
receive a quality toy. After completing the
last delivery, as Chaplain Butler arrived at the
Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce he said, “It was worth it. All
you had to do was see the smiles, or hear the
“Thank You’s” and you knew.

Retired Corpsman Overcomes
the Odds... Recovers
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Michael Floyd Gray, 65, of Swansboro,
died Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2018. His service
was at Freedom Way Free Will Baptist
Church in Hubert. He was interred at Seaside
Memorial Park in Swansboro.
He is survived by his wife, Phyllis; three
sons, Michael Floyd Gray II of Mebane,
Jeﬀrey Burns of Maysville and Jonathan
Burns of Hubert; three daughters, Carrie Jo
Dillahunt of Trenton, and Lynn Nipper and
Heather Hauser, both of Raleigh; mother,
Arlyn Gray of Maysville; two brothers,
Wilbur Gray of King and Andy Gray of
Atlanta, Ga.; 14 grandchildren; and one
great-granddaughter.
Mike had served as a Reserve Deputy at
the Onslow County Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce for many
decades, sometimes putting in more hours
than many of the full time Deputies, almost
never declaring the hours.
Mike had build a reputation of community
mindedness, and dedication to others. His
deep personal faith was an anchor that kept
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him going in good times and bad. Mike
served the community of Hubert in many
ways, and came to be referred to as the
Sheriﬀ of Hubert. Others called him the
Mayor.
Mike served on the recovery teams of at
least 12 separate Hurricanes over the years.
On September 11th, he rode the winds of
Grace home to be with the Lord. His funeral
was held after the storm had cleared and time
had been allowed for some recovery in the
area. It’s the way Mike would have wanted
it. He didn’t believe in being a burden.
Mike served the county up until a few days
before his death. Most did not know how
seriously ill he was, or the pain he endured.
Mike’s heart was worn out. He had survived
ﬁve rounds of cancer, heart attacks, and
always came back. This time... he took the
journey home.
The Military Order of the Lancers will
deeply miss Mike’s faithful service to others,
and his dedication to the community in which

he lived. But we will always remember his
smile, and his rich soothing voice as he took
time to encourage others to live a life of
honor and enjoy the blessings of life.
Rest in Peace our friend.
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YOUNG MARINES
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